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From the Pastor’s Desk

Ku

Every year for the past few I’ve come up with a word to devote myself to in the new year. Most of
the time, I forget the word by the first part of February. I’m reminded of Jeff Goldblum’s character
in the Woody Allen movie Annie Hall who picks up the phone at a party in the hills of Hollywood
and calls his therapist and says, “I forgot my mantra.”
It’s hard to dedicate ourselves to anything for too long. Resolutions don’t insert themselves into
our attention like our kids or families or jobs or pets or calendars do, so it isn’t long before they get
drown out by all the other things in our life that demand our time and attention. And odds are
what goes by the wayside are important things like self-care, quiet time, quality moments with
our significant others, and keeping company and getting involved with God. All of those come
together to make a life, but life can slip out of our hands easily if we don’t live it with intention.
That’s my word for 2019—Intention. You can steal it if you want. Or you can come up with a word
of your own if that sounds like an inviting idea. Maybe I’ll forget my word by February, but I hope
to fare better than that.
Love and Peace to You in This New Year!

Patrick

Come and See Sunday
January 20th
We believe that our church is a place where all can find their place. Let’s help our friends,
family, and neighbors find a place to belong by inviting them to be a part of our Come
and See Sunday.

Recommit to Faith Building
This winter, we’ll keep our Sunday School classrooms warm for you. In this new year,
commit or recommit your family to learning and growing in knowledge and spirit by
becoming a part of our faith building hour from 10a-11a every Sunday.

Keep Company with God in 2019
All this talk of recommitting ourselves to God in the new year. How? What’s out there that can
help us keep company with God on a regular basis?
Well, there’s plenty. Too much, actually. If you don’t know where to turn, here’s some help
discerning your way through.
If you have a device and you know how to use it, here are some screen-based suggestions. If you
like paper, skip down a few paragraphs—there’s plenty for you, too.
Apps for that:
There are two great apps and their corresponding websites that I recommend for your daily
attention. The first is You Bible. You Bible is a daily study app with both text and audio versions of
good English translations of the Bible such as the New International Version (NIV) and the New
Living Translation (NLT). You Version also has plenty of Bible reading plans that span from just a
few days long to 365 days long as well as optional Verse of the Day notifications and Bible reading
reminders.
The other resource I recommend is The Bible Project. What the people at The Bible Project are
doing is amazing. Their mission is to tell the one story of the Bible in a visual way. Press Explore at
the top of their webpage to discover overviews of every book of the Bible, Biblical themes, and
character stories. They also offer Bible reading plans.
Books for that:
A wonderful book that can be used every day to keep you in scripture and prayer is the
Presbyterian Book of Common Worship: Daily Prayer. It’s a beautiful book with prayers and
readings for every day of the week, special prayers and readings for Christian feast days, the daily
reading lectionary for each day of the year, famous prayers, and the entire book of Psalms. If you
find the typical design of a daily devotional—a short scripture reading followed by a thought from
a pastor, and a short prayer at the end—boring or tiresome, a book of daily prayer is a welcome
change.
Faith That Matters: 365 Devotions from Classic Christian Leaders is another wonderful printed
resource for daily scripture reading and prayer. With the help of some noteable Christian authors
from the 20th Century and previous, this book will guide you for a year through different passages
of scripture accompanied by a devotional thought and a closing prayer.
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Announcements
Stewardship & Mission Committee
We gave ourselves a goal to donate 500 boxes of cereal to ECCHO in 2018 and we did it! All told, we
donated 514 boxes of cereal to ECCHO last year. That’s impressive and something to celebrate!
Let’s do it again in 2019.

Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women will host a couple of events in the upcoming weeks. On Thursday, January
24th, Dr. Jane Kurucz will join us in the Fellowship hall for an informative talk on women's health
and wellbeing. Please plan to be there and invite your friends. It will be in the evening. The exact
time to be announced.
Also, after worship on Sunday, February 3rd, PW will have a spaghetti lunch. This will be a fundraiser
for the Caring and Sharing Fund.
The monthly Circle Meeting with Bible Study has been cancelled for January and February.

The Visit Project
At the beginning of the new year we’re starting something new. From one week to the next, if
you’re able to make a pastoral care visit, stay for a bit after Sunday worship and Patrick will share a
list of folks who may enjoy a visit. We will work out a way to make these visits in pairs.

Kroger Community Rewards
Did you know that KMPC is receiving less than half of the amount of Kroger Community Rewards
compared to when we first enrolled in the program? We made an attempt to re-enroll many of you
by gathering your info and callng for you. That didn’t work. Kroger requires every individual to
enroll on their own. You can help us solve that problem by re-enrolling your Kroger Plus Card.
Here’s how: Have your Kroger Card handy; call 1-800-837-4483; when prompted, press 2; tell
operator you want to renew your Community Rewards (they’ll need your Kroger card number);
KMPC’s organization number is 83907. You will need to renew yearly, so mark the re-enroll date
on your calendar to continue giving.

Thanks
There are a few Thank Yous due. First, Mark and Patrick would like to thank the congregation for
their generous Christmas gift. We also want to thank John Ball for revitalizing the chuch parking
sign out front. If you haven’t noticed, take a look when you pull in this Sunday. Thanks to Harold
Bias for spending a morning blowing the leaves on the church property into a pile. Patrick and Karen
would also like to thank John Ball and Charlie Seay for coming over to the manse on New Year’s
Eve to fix our furnace.

Montreat 2019 Planning Meeting
If your child will graduate from the 8th through the 12th grade by the end of the school year, they can
go the 2019 Montreat Youth Conference! This year’s conference will be July 14th-20th. If your youth
is interested in going, there will be a planning meeting after worship on 1/20 in the downstairs
Sunday School room.

Sign Up for Event and Joys & Concerns Text Alerts
If you text message and would like to receive text alerts about upcoming events at KMPC, there’s a
new and easy way to do so. Text @KMPCE to the number 81010 to begin getting upcoming event
reminders. If you’d like to receive text alerts about shareable congregational care updates, text
@KMPCC to the number 81010. This is not a group chat but a one-way announcement service.
When you sign up, you will receive text messages via your phone’s text messaging app. No
additonal app downloads are needed to receive these messages.

January Greeters
6th – Berman and Helen Noe
13th – Caroline and Jon True
20th – John Thomas
27th – Karen and Steve Gold

January Birthdays
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Eddie Roach
Don Haddox
Clara Rose Sadler
Andrew Vallandingham
Kay Adkins

21
25
29
30
31

Sue Yoak
Becky Bias
Cheryl Sharp
Kailyn Haddox
Marlene Harrah

